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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND SAFETY OF THE CITY OF JASPER 

DECEMBER 8, 2009 

 

 The Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Jasper, Indiana, met 

in regular session on Tuesday, December 8, 2009, in the Council Chambers of 

City Hall located at 610 Main Street.   

 

CALL TO ORDER 
         Presiding Officer Mayor William J. Schmitt called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.    

 

ROLL CALL 
 Mayor William J. Schmitt         Present 

 Board member Thomas R. Schmidt                     Present  

 Board member Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter            Present 

 

Also present were Police Chief Douglas Tarvin, Street Commissioner 

Raymond Eckerle, (arrived at 8:07 a.m.) City Engineer Chad Hurm, 

Personnel/Safety Director Charles Schneider, Building Commissioner David 

Seger, Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang, City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein and 

Clerk-Treasurer Juanita S. Boehm.   

 

Clerk-Treasurer Boehm announced that in order to have a quorum for the 

meeting, a majority of the board members must be present. All board members 

were present; therefore, there was a quorum for the meeting.   

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Mayor Schmitt invited all those present to join him in reciting the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The board members examined the minutes of the regular meeting held on 

November 24, 2009. 

 

A motion was made by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter and seconded by 

Thomas Schmidt to approve the minutes as published.   

 

BADENDORFF STORM SEWER PROJECT 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm stated the Badendorff storm sewer project is 

completed.  Hurm asked the Board to accept the certificate of substantial 

completion that was submitted by the contractor, Messmer Mechanical.  Messmer 

has asked for payment and retainage.  Hurm said Messmer seeded and strawed the 

site but will seed and mulch the site again in the spring, therefore he 

recommended releasing the retainage except for $1,200.00. 

 

 A motion was made by Ambrose ‘Butch’ Schitter and seconded by 

Thomas Schmidt to approve the certificate of substantial Completion for the 

Badendorff storm sewer project except $1,200.00 for seeding and mulching next 

year.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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4
TH

 STREET PROJECT 

  City Engineer Chad Hurm reported on the 4
th

 Street project and said the 

contractor started working on the storm sewers. 

  
2010 ANNUAL SUPPLY BIDS- ITEM #10 SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT PROGRAM   

At the last meeting, the bids for Item #10, Concrete Sidewalk 

Replacement program were taken under advisement.  Hurm presented a unit bid 

price tabulation report that was based on quantities used for each category for 

2009.  The tabulations were as follows: 

    1.  Ralph Schroering Construction      $ 98,315.50 

 2.  River Town Construction          99,900.70 

 3.  J.H. Rudolph & Co.        104,779.50 

 4.  Concrete Pavers, Inc        117,467.35 

 

Hurm recommended accepting the bid from Ralph Schroering 

Construction for 2010. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to award the 2010 sidewalk replacement program to Ralph Schroering 

Construction.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 Fire Chief Kenneth Hochgesang presented to the Board for its review the 

following report for the Jasper Fire Department: 

  Vehicle Maintenance and Fuel report for November, 2009 

 

Training.  Hochgesang said they had a safety training session last night that 

focused on vehicle fires.    

 

Hose tower project.  Hochgesang said the hose tower project is completed. 

 

Holy Family Fire Station lot project.  Hochgesang said the concrete work is 

done and the contractor is finishing up on the rest. 

 

RADAR SPEED SIGN QUOTES 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin said he and the street commissioner have 

been working together to make improvements regarding the speed issues along St. 

Charles Street between Schuetter Road and 36
th

 Street.  Tarvin presented the 

following quotes for two electronic speed devices:                      

 

 Company       Unit  Cost per Unit          Total Cost     
Hoosier Company   Speedsentry SS12PDS      $ 4,179.00               $8,358.00  

       + freight   + freight                                                       

Michael Todd  Wanco WSD2430P       $3,075.00  $6,150.00 

Jalarr & Co, LLC        Tapco SP250     $3,212.00                 $6,424.00  

                                                               $100est. shipping    + $100.00 est shipping 

Decatur Electronics    Onsite 50     $1,800.00                 $3,600.00 

                                                       +$75.00 shipping    + $150.00 shipping 
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Eckerle and Tarvin showed photos of the signs and explained how they 

operate.   They recommended the low quote from Decatur Electronics for 

$3,600.00 plus $150.00 shipping. 

 

Thomas Schmidt asked where the devices would be mounted.  Tarvin said 

for the northbound lane the device will be mounted near Rich Merder’s house and 

for the southbound lane one sign will be mounted near the St. Charles Health 

Campus.   

 

Mayor Schmitt stated that this is a unique situation and we are not trying 

to set a precedent.  St. Charles Street is situated between two schools and at times 

is heavily travelled.  We have not decided if the speed limit will change so for 

now the speed limit will remain 30 mph.  The section of St. Charles Street 

between Schuetter Road and 36
th

 Street is being built up.  These devices will help 

immensely to make drivers aware of their speed.   

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’  

Schitter to approve the quote from Decatur Electronics for two units for a total 

cost of $3,600.00 plus shipping.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

HEAT EXCHANGER 

Police Chief Douglas Tarvin reported that the heat exchanger went bad.   

Mehringer Plumbing and Heating has ordered the part to get it up and running.  

The cost to replace the item is $1,875.00. 

 

INTERN AT POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin stated he received a request from a VUJC 

student studying law enforcement to do an unpaid internship at the police 

department beginning January 2010.  Tarvin asked the Board to allow him to start 

the internship process through the Personnel/Safety Department.   Mayor Schmitt 

said internships are important in certain professions and the police department is 

one of them. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to allow the police department to pursue getting this intern if all conditions of the 

internship policy are met.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

COMPUTER SERVER QUOTES 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin said at the last meeting the two quotes for a 

computer server for the police department were taken under advisement.  After 

reviewing the quotes, Tarvin said he recommends accepting the quote from Eck-

Mundy for $8,997.00.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the Chief’s request and award the quote to Eck-Mundy.  

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

 

SEEK GRANT FUNDING 
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 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin asked permission to seek local grant funding 

for $1,953.00 to change the VHS video equipment in the training room at the 

police station to DVD at a cost of $3,951.00.  The cost to the police department 

would be $1,958.00. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to authorize the police chief to seek a grant for equipment for the training room. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

SEEK GRANT FUNDING 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin asked permission to seek grant funding of 

$1,300.00 through the Dubois County Substance Abuse Council to replace and 

upgrade the cameras throughout the building for an estimated cost of $2,600.00.  

The cost to the police department would be approximately $1,300.00. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the request of the chief to pursue a grant for monitoring 

cameras.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 Police Chief Douglas Tarvin presented to the Board for its review the 

Monthly Activity Report for October 2009 for the Jasper Police Department. 

      

Tarvin said the annual ‘Shop with a Cop’ will be December 16
th

.   

 

Tarvin said he spoke at the Lions Club meeting and it was very well received.   

 

Tarvin said the police officers are working the shopping centers. 

 

Assistant Police Chief Nathan Schmitt invited the board members to attend a 

software demonstration scheduled for Thursday, December 10, 2009, at noon. 

 

ANNUAL SUPPLY BID-ITEM #5 CONCRETE AND FLOWABLE FILL 

 Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said at the last meeting when the 

bids were awarded for the 2010 annual supply bids, a motion was made for Item 

#5 to accept the low bid from IMI as priority provider, when not available accept 

the bid from Central Concrete.   

 

Eckerle said according to the wording in that motion, the City would have 

to go to IMI and only go to Central Concrete when an item was not available at 

IMI.   Eckerle wants the motion clarified so he can buy from wherever he can get 

the best price.  He said if the City purchases 1 or 1.5 cubic yards of 4000 PSI, 

then IMI is the low bid but if the City purchases 2, 2.5 or 3 cubic yards of 4000 

PSI then Central Concrete is the low bid.  Eckerle said historically the City has 

gone to whichever supplier has the low bid for a particular line item and the 

suppliers have been okay with that procedure.  There was no history of the usage 

available.   

 

Mayor Schmitt said unless we know quantities we do not know who is 

actually the overall low bidder.  City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein said according 
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to Eckerle traditionally the City has gone to the low bidder for each line item and 

the suppliers seem to be okay with that procedure and there is not a problem 

unless a supplier thinks there is an issue.  She said our language needs to be 

clearer in the bid specifications. 

  

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to correct the motion and accept both bids with the priority going with the lowest 

provider on each line item and if not available then go to the other provider.  

Motion carried 3-0.  Mayor Schmitt said the reason for the correction is because it 

depends on the quantity who is actually the low bidder and previously we may not 

have accepted the low bid.  

 

 Mayor Schmitt instructed the street commissioner to notify both bidders in 

writing how the bid prices will be applied. 

 

CAMERA TRUCK SOFTWARE QUOTES 

Street Commissioner Raymond Eckerle said at the November 10
th

 meeting 

quotes for software for the storm sewer inspection camera truck were taken under 

advisement.  Eckerle said the quote from Peninsular Technologies [PipeTech] of 

Ada, Mi for $18,833.00 was the low quote.  Since GIS mapping is not completed 

at this time, he recommended the GIS module be removed from the quote and 

added after the mapping has been completed thus making their quote $15,175.00.  

Eckerle recommended accepting the low quote without the GIS module from 

Peninsular Technologies for $15,175.00. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to approve the low quote from Peninsular Technologies for $15,175.00. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

 

STREET DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Street Commissioner Raymie Eckerle reported that Briarcliff Parkway was 

closed yesterday so they could replace a storm sewer. 

 

Leaf Pick-up.  This is last week for leaf pick-up. One truck is working this week; 

the other trucks are cleaned up. 

 

Paving.  The final paving bills came in yesterday.  We are under budget at this 

time but it is too late to do any more paving this year.   

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER TO RENAME STREETS 
  Mayor Schmitt read Executive Order EO2009-7 that he issued to rename 

certain streets.  The original plat of Timber Creek contained three streets that were 

named by the developers.  The developers have requested two of the cul-de-sac 

names be changed for United States Postal Service purposes because the names 

must include words such as street, road, court or boulevard. The changes are as 

follows: 

 Street named Turtle Cove shall now be known as Fox Hollow Court 

 Street named Eagle Point shall now be known as Eagle Point Court 

 

FOUR RIVERS RESOURCE SERVICEAGREEMENT 
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 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented an agreement with Four 

Rivers Resource Service, the parent company for Ride Solutions.  The agreement 

is from January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010.  She said the Park Board will also 

be asked to approve this agreement.  

 

 Mayor Schmitt said this form of public transportation is a much needed 

service for this area. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to enter into an agreement with Four Rivers Resource and authorize the 

Mayor to sign on condition the Park Board approves the agreement.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

EASEMENT 

 City Attorney Sandra Hemmerlein presented the following easement for 

acceptance and approval: 

 

Grant of Permanent Public Utility and Drainage Easement 

    Giesler Farms, LLC by Jeffrey P. Giesler, Member 

    Part of the NW corner of the NW quarter of the NE quarter of S23, T1S, R5W 

  

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Thomas Schmidt 

to approve and accept the easement as described by the city attorney.  Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

HIRE PERMANENT PART-TIME PERSON 

 City Engineer Chad Hurm asked permission to start the hiring process to 

hire a permanent part-time person for the GIS department.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Schmitt and seconded by Ambrose ‘Butch’ 

Schitter to allow the city engineer to start the hiring process to see what is out 

there.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

CLAIMS.  The claims against the City from November 13, 2009 to December 3, 

2009 were presented to and examined by the board. Those claims found to be just, 

due and owing were approved 3-0 upon motion by Thomas Schmidt and 

seconded by Ambrose Schitter. 

  

ADJOURNMENT.  There being no further business to come before the board, a 

motion was made by Thomas Schmidt and seconded by Ambrose Butch’ Schitter 

to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried 3-0 and the meeting adjourned at  

9:58 a.m. 

 

 

The minutes were hereby approved _____with _X____without corrections or  

 

clarification this 22
nd

 day of December, 2009. 

 

           

      ____________________________ 
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                                                                             Mayor William J. Schmitt 

                                                                             Presiding Officer 

Attest: 

______________________________ 

Juanita S. Boehm, Clerk-Treasurer 

 
Margaret A. Kress, Recording Secretary 


